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July 21, 1976

The Honorable George Bush

Director, Central Intelligence
Agency B

Washingtgn, D.C. 20505

Dear Mfg;%ﬁ§gxg,,

As Chairman of the Subcommittee on Oceans and International
Environment of the Committee on Foreign Relations, I have been
particularly concerned about the unconfirmed reports concerning
the covert use of weather modification techniques designed to
cause droughts or severe rainstorms to damage crops of nations
considered hostile to U.S. interests (see enclosed article from
the Providence Journal). I would appreciate the Agency providing
me with answers to the following questions:

(1) During the period of 1968 to 1972, did the CIA conduct,
finance or encourage other groups, in any way, to seed the wind
currents and clouds off the coast of Cuba (or any other nation)
to cause them to drop rain before they passed over that country?

(2) Did the CIA during the period of 1968 to 1972 seed the
wind currents and clouds passing over Cuba (or any other nation)
to cause severe storms or flooding that woqld impede the harvest

activities within that natii7§i;( L/ydﬁwu/uw{ms

Sincerely,

( o o

Claiborne Pell

Chairman, Subcommittee on
Oceans and International
Environment

Enclosure
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B ,. . " Pome said he does not know whether'
X weather

; Aan\ similar cloud spedmgs took p]ace in 1he

i «" &rea of Cuba'after 1970. 7 = 57 " %0 "
I ., He said he has no dowmem;u; e\rdence .
; . W AQHNGTON — The Defense Depart- . 7" to’support his. charges. Nor does He claim ™~
3 ‘ment- ‘denied: charges \esterdav that the  to have .been pf—r~onallv m\ol\ed in 1h8

“United States tifed Yo thange the weather - . projéct. -He_says his™ information was::.
over Cuba in-1969 and 1970:in" order to’ . Ob‘ﬁlned from "co1\ersatron with® two "
- damage | that ranon s <ugar crop > thmk-(znk geople and one forelgn mte]hrf f

", “It's not truel” 2 Pentagon-spokesman. "-génce oificer’ wilh access to mformat;on
" said of the charoe made - Saturday' by a < < gp the seedmg prolect - i

'former Daense Depanmem consultant

: Lowell Ponte. B P =
=~ Ponte, former]y an en\rronmental Té- -

1+ searcher with the International Research & | .
"< Technology . Corp. of Washingtor, D.C., [;
said the CIA and the Pentagon cooparated :
in a program td seed c]auds pear Cuba so {3
they would drop their rain, before reaching %
the island, . thus causmg a- dama.c,mg §2

- drought. -, R

2 “We }*a\e never” conducted \»eather S

. % medification. around Cuba the Pentagon -

- - spokesman said: | -, 1%z o N

2 . He added “that there has O'ﬂy been one |

- . classified w eather modification program in’

~  the past. That"one was over the Ho. Ch|

.+ Minh Trail in.Vietnam, he card and uas

£ made publicin 1974. _+ .. ;<

. .The spokesman said’ tne on]y current

weather’ change -program béing conducted
by, the Pentagon involves- fog dwersal at
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- The CIA be reached for
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.*, - Ponte said the CIA embarked onama}or S
. cloud-seeding program -over Cuba after - |
Cuban Premier -Fidel Castro- staked his |
honor ‘in 1970 to producing .a record |-
_Jo- mxl‘xon metnc ton harvest of sugar J
1
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+

Cane. - - e
He ‘said - that the 1970 Cuban sugar

© . harvest_fel"iwo million métric tons short
' of Castro's goal. But Ponte adced that there
T is "no way to say definitely” the CiA's.
cloud seeding caused the harvest shortfall, " ;

¢ He said ‘the CIA decided to seed wind |
currents about 200 miles from Cuba “to get
clouds heading towards Cuba to drop their
rdin early befo.e they reached Cuba.” He'- | ¢

" said ‘the seedmg wds done with” silver-” .
iodide, but “that i% would have_'been
impassible to detect because the rainav ould 4
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I am sorry it has taken so long to get back to you

re your attached question of 7 July, but we have now

checked all appropriate files and the institutional

memory of various personnel in' DDS&T/ORD and

'OTS, as well as DDO/LA. Division, and I am assured

that we have never been involved in any operations

directed to weather modifications over Cuba. There

is an old feasibility study done by the DDS&T re the

poss1b1ht1es, but the project was abandoned.

T.

BCEvans

-

(}%/7 //7/7

bate 16 July 1976
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'C.1A.: Fidel Castro’s

To ths Editow

Ore ¢ the favorite arzumeants of the
Latin-American left is ihai the d,u.
opmr:m of the Scuthern Hemisphere i
impossible bacause of a2 st.!x:a:'D
incubus of North American power.

An Ecuadorean politician once ¢b-

served, quite conm.m*la:y that the
gringos controiled ever ¢thing in -bis
country, even the traiiic lighs. In
“One Hurdred Years of Solituds,” t?:.°
most widely read novet in Latin Amed
ca, Gabriel Garcia Margués 9"r~°>
that the Americans control the i
er. What audeocityl! Whit a t
this cretinismo and Daranola
iflict Latin America’s undardeveiopid

intellecty alg |
DG

But wait: C.LA. to the rescue. Tris
weekend, as President Ford was
turing Fidel Castro against “polirica
interventionism, a former Defenise,
Department researcer revealed that
the United States has besn waging &
sacrel wasther war against Cuba, Uy~
ing to topple the Cast me by
artifi::ial!y stimulating
order to wreck the—s
tural economy.
Fortunately, this weather war, liks

¢
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‘sq maay of the agency's prilliant and

well-publicized  ploys 2gains!
was apparently
Indeed, one wenders
agency and tha :,Lpporers OI cian-
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dastine operatiors in the White House
znd tne Congress have managed to

il

achisve preciseiy the obverse of that

2414

micnded. By cceating a coastant aura
: threats to Cuna’s securiiy, the U.S.
25 provided Castro with the environ-
“wzanr necessary for the rationaiization
nis police statz. The agency rmay
w2 be the best friend Casiro ever
GJG. -
Cr2 suspects that the g'e:tfe,.. im-
nazt ol the agenzy’s Gy tricks has
been feli, not abroad, kutmmer*mb’u
tre United Statas. Eagh new revelation
el the .‘genﬂvs derting-do is 2 new
ooa po*;“:.t of an America
- honor: A .ountry capzdle of
shisst kind of behavier. The
have run
: ~ling a ne
ad .som.om,. ,_;,:.:ra.tron of youig
mericans, a gensraiion stueped in
-nicizm and disiilusionment about
¢ activities overseas.
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\O; course, thers are some szntinels

| spzrty who have warned against
diicies which cause the sapping of the
-.o..al spirit, Heary Kissinger is one
of -ham. But then, was he not also
director of the Nauonal - Security
Couacil when the weather war was
t:upched agairst Cuba? _
ALFrenp L. PADULA Jr.
Asst. Prof., Dept. of History
Uriversity of Maine
" Port'znd, Me., June :¢9 1976
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OLC 76-2100
28 July 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: DD/S&T

DDO (Attn: EOQ/DDO)
FROM:

Assistant Legislative Counsel
SUBJECT: Request from Senator Claiborne Pell

1. Attached is a letter from Senator Claiborne Pell requesting
information on any CIA activities with respect to weather modifications
from the period 1968-72. Would you please review your records to
determine whether any of the allegations mentioned in Senator Pell's
letter have any basis in fact.

2. Please note that in addition to the time period specified
(1968-72), Senator Pell is interested in whether we either conducted,
financed, or encouraged other groups in any way in weather modification
activities; specifically, to cause drought or to cause severe storms or
flooding. Although Senator Pell's interest is primarily in Cuba, he
also asks whether we conducted any activities with respect to any other
nation.

3. We need to respond to Senator Pell no later than 30 July.

SICHED

STA

Attachment:
As stated

Distribution:
1 - Each Add'e
£+~ OLC Subject
1 - OLC Chrono

OLC:THW:ndl (28 July 1976)
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30 July 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: Office of Legislative Counsel

ATTENTION

SUBJECT : Request from Senator Claiborne Pell --
Weather Modifications

REFERENCES : A. OLC 76-2100, 28 July 1976

(DDS&T #3059-76/1, 28 July 1976)

B. Letter from Senator Claiborne Pell
dated July 21, 1976

1. In response to referent correspondence, the
Office of Technical Service has searched its files and
records concerning the possibility of any weather modifi-
cation activities that might have been conducted during
the period 1968-1972, '

2. Senator Pell may be advised that this Office
has never conducted any such weather modifications during
the specific time frame of 1968-1972 or any other time,

David S. Brandwein
Director
Office of Technical Service

cc: SA/DDS&T

INTERNAL USE ONLY
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OLC76-203¢

ORD-1664-76
29 July 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR:

Assistant LegisTative Counsel

SUBJECT: Weather Modification - Senator Pell's Inquiry

Per your request of 28 July 1976 regarding Senator Clairborne
Pell's Tetter of 21 July 1976, the Office of Research and Development
has reviewed its files and finds no record of involvement of ORD

personnel or resources in any of the activities referred to.

ACTTINg DIrector
of
Research and Development
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